
 
 

Marine Engineering Division 
 

Report on Aquaculture Licence Application 

 

Application Reference No:  T06/326A 
 

Report Prepared by:   Gearoid O’Shea, Engineer 

 

Date:      03 May 2018 

 

Applicant John T. O’Sullivan 

 

Location  Illauneagh Island, Sneem, Kenmare Bay, Co. Kerry 

 

Applicant Type  Aquaculture/Foreshore Licence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Species    Mussels (Mytilus edulis) 

 

Cultivation Method   Floating Longlines 

 

Intertidal/Non-Intertidal  Non-Intertidal 

 

Source of Seed / Spat Not Specified 

 

Annual Production Estimates 210 Tonnes 

 

Shellfish Waters Designation Yes   No  

Reference: Map 2: Kenmare River of December 2008 

 

Environmental Designation  Yes   No  

Reference: Kenmare River SAC (Site Code: 2158) 

 

Development Plans Yes   No  

Reference: Kerry County Development Plan 2015-2021, Sec 8.4 

 

Pre-Consultation Meeting  Yes   No  

     

 

 

 

 

 

Site 
T6/326A 

 

Site Area (Ha) 
27.43 



Drawing Validation Sheet 

 

 

OSI Maps   Yes   No   

Comment: MED OSi Map 

 

BA Chart Yes   No   

Comment:  MED BA Chart 

 

Farm Layout Drawing Yes   No  

Directional Arrow Yes   No  

Scale   Yes   No  

Title Block  Yes   No  

Date   Yes   No  

Comment:  

 

Drawings of structures Yes   No   

Comment: Sketched section detail of mussel longline structure 

 

Details of Proposed 

Navigation Marking Yes   No   

Comment:  

 

Site Access Indicated Yes   No  

Comment: Adjacent to Gleesk Quay 

 

Site Co-Ordinates 

Indicated Yes   No  

Comment: Submitted with application form 

 

Site Overlap Yes   No  

Comment:   Previous trail licence site by applicant 

 

Oyster Fishery Order 

Overlap Yes   No  

Comment:  

 

 

  The application is submitted with each of the requirements listed 

and is therefore deemed to be a valid application. 

 

  AFMD should be aware that insufficient details have been 

submitted as per above. 

 

 

 



Site Suitability Assessment 

 
Site Location 

The site is located at Illauneagh Island, Sneem, Kenmare Bay, Co. Kerry. The proposed 

location is exposed to south westerly Atlantic swells. The site is adjacent to the N70 roadway 

from Sneem to Caherdaniel which is a part of the well-known Ring of Kerry. 

 

Site Management 

A trial licence was issued to the applicant at the same location in 2005. The Smart Farm 

System on trial was damaged during a storm event during the trial licence period. The 

damaged structures remained derelict until the Irish Coast Guards notified AFMD in June 

2014. 

 

Site Layout and Structures 

The applicant proposes to use 14 No. 220m single headrope floating longlines to cultivate 

blue mussels. 

 

Land Based Facilities / Site Access 

Not mentioned. The proposed site is adjacent to Gleesk Quay. 

 

Navigation 

There are no navigational marks proposed. The MSO should be consulted regarding 

providing a safe system of navigation for all marine users. 

 

Visual Impact 

The proposed site is located in Outer Kenmare Bay. The adjacent stretch of roadway (N70) is 

a part of the famous Ring of Kerry and is also a part of the Wild Atlantic Way, a coastal 

tourism route along the west coast of Ireland. 

The proposed farm layout and type of structures adhere to the best practices outlined in the 

Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment of Marine Aquaculture, 2001. In 

general, the views of the mussel longline sites are obscured and limited from scenic routes. 

 

Impact / Cumulative Impact 

There are no other aquaculture applications in the relevant area. There is fishing and marine 

leisure in the area. 

 

 

The site is directly exposed to south westerly swell waves from the Atlantic Ocean. The 

site is also situated in significant water depths. The combination of these factors would 

allow severe swell waves to enter the proposed site. 

In my opinion, a mussel farm at the proposed location is not sustainable. I believe the 

relevant application should not be licensed for the reasons outlined above. 



 

Derelict Structures Inspected in 2014 following Trial Licence in 2005 

 

 

Pipe unit left derelict following Smart Farm System Trial 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22
nd

 August 2018 

 

 

Bernie McDonald, 

Aquaculture and Foreshore Management Division, 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, 

National Seafood Centre 

Clonakilty, 

Co. Cork. 

 

 

 

Re: Aquaculture and Foreshore Licence application T6/326 for Bio Atlantis 

Aquamarine Ltd, Kenmare Bay, Co. Kerry 

 

 

 

 The issuing of an Aquaculture and Foreshore Licence in the area identified as 

T6/326 for the cultivation of mussels in Kenmare Bay, Co. Kerry would have 

no negative impact on local sea fishing operations. However, it is important 

that this site is clearly marked as there is fishing activity adjacent and in close 

proximity to the identified area. 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
_______________ 

Bryan Foran, 

Sea Fishery Officer,  

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority, 

Dingle, Co. Kerry. 



 

 

 
 

Rinville, 

Oranmore, 

Co. Galway 

Tel: 091 387200 

Date: 16 April 2019 

Deirdre Fitzpatrick 

Aquaculture and Foreshore Management Division 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
Clogheen,  

Clonakilty 

Co. Cork. 

Advice on Aquaculture Licence Application 

Applicant BioAtlantis Aquamarine Ltd 

Application type New 

Site Reference No T06/326A 

Species Mussels (M. edulis) - longlines 

Site Status Located within the Kenmare River SAC (Site Code 002158) 

Located within the Kenmare River / Sneem/ Ardgroom designated 

Shellfish Growing Waters Area.   

 
Dear Deirdre 
 

This is an application for the renewal of an aquaculture licence to cultivate mussels (M. edulis) using longlines  at Site 

T06/326A in Kenmare Bay, Co. Kerry.  The area of foreshore at Site T06/326A is circa 27.40Ha  

 

No chemicals or hazardous substances will be used during the production process.  

 

Considering the location, nature and scale of the proposed aquaculture activity, and in deference to our remit under the 

Marine Institute Act, and the considerations implicit to Sections 61(e and f) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997 the 

Marine Institute is of the view that there will be no significant impacts on the marine environment and that the quality 

status of the area will not be adversely impacted 

 

Site T06/326A is located within the Kenmare River / Sneem/ Ardgroom designated Shellfish Growing Water Area.   

 

Under Annex II of EU Regulation 854/2004 mussels  in the Sneem / Tahilla area currently have a “B” Classification 

 

Site T06/326A  is located within the Kenmare River SAC (Site Code 002158) 

 

We note the findings of the Appropriate Assessment report
1
  and the Department’s draft Natura conclusion statement

2
 in 

regard to the impacts on the Conservation Objectives within the Kenmare River SAC. 

 

In making the final determination with respect to this application it is recommended that DAFM take full account of the 

conclusions and recommendations of the Appropriate Assessment report and the proposed mitigation measures set out 

in the Department’s Draft Natura Conclusion Statement. 

                                                 
1
 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/aquacu

ltureforeshorelicenceapplications/cork/2019/AppropAssessofAquacultandFisheriesRiskAssessinKenmareRiverSAC270

319.pdf 

 
2
 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/approp

riateassessmentconclusionstatement/DRAFTAACONCLUSIONSTATEMENT260319.pdf 

 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/aquacultureforeshorelicenceapplications/cork/2019/AppropAssessofAquacultandFisheriesRiskAssessinKenmareRiverSAC270319.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/aquacultureforeshorelicenceapplications/cork/2019/AppropAssessofAquacultandFisheriesRiskAssessinKenmareRiverSAC270319.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/aquacultureforeshorelicenceapplications/cork/2019/AppropAssessofAquacultandFisheriesRiskAssessinKenmareRiverSAC270319.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/appropriateassessmentconclusionstatement/DRAFTAACONCLUSIONSTATEMENT260319.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/appropriateassessmentconclusionstatement/DRAFTAACONCLUSIONSTATEMENT260319.pdf


 

 

 

In order to be able to assess and manage the potential risk of the introduction of  invasive non-native  species the MI 

recommends that the initial source of seed and other sources which may be used at any point in the future should be 

approved by the Minister.  This approval should be a specific condition of any licence that may issue. It should be noted 

that the control of alien species is a separate issue to the control of diseases in the context of the current Fish Health 

legislation. 

 

Notwithstanding the recommendation outlined above, and in the event that an Aquaculture Licence is granted, the 

movement of stock in and out of the site  should follow best practice guidelines as they relate to the risk of introduction 

of invasive non-native species (e.g. Invasive Species Ireland). In this regard it is recommended that, prior to the 

commencement of operations at the site, the applicant be required to draw up a contingency plan, for the approval of 

DAFM, which shall identify, inter alia, methods for the removal from the environment of any invasive non-native 

species introduced as a result of operations at this site. If such an event occurs, the contingency plan shall be 

implemented immediately. 

 

In the event that invasive non-native species are introduced into a site as a result of aquaculture activity the impacts may 

be bay -wide and thus affect other aquaculture operators in the bay. In this regard, therefore, the Marine Institute 

considers that the CLAMS process may be a useful and appropriate vehicle for the development and implementation of 

alien species management and control plans. 

 

It is statutory requirement that a Fish Health Authorisation as required under Council Directive 2006/88/EC be in 

place prior to the commencement of the aquaculture activities proposed. 
 

 
 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

 

 

___________ 

Dr. Terry McMahon 

Section Manager, Marine Environment and Food Safety Services, 

The Marine Institute. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://invasivespeciesireland.com/cops/aquaculture/
http://invasivespeciesireland.com/cops/aquaculture/


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 

 

 
LL: LA0554.0187 – 0554.0190 
Applicant: Bio Atlantis Aquamarine Ltd (John T. O’Sullivan) 
Site: Kenmare Bay, Co. Kerry  
 
 
Dear Ms. Fitzpatrick,  
 
Thank you for your letter advising us of this application for renewal of this Aquaculture Licence. 
 
Based on the information supplied, there appears to be no objection to a renewal of this licence. 
This applicant secured Statutory Sanction on the 27th March 2009 from the Commissioners of Irish 
Lights for the Aids to Navigation that were required at the time.  
 
Before the Licence is renewed it should be verified that the Aids to Navigation as sanctioned are in 
position. 
 
It is recommended that local fishing and leisure interests be consulted prior to a decision being 
made.  
 
Furthermore, if a licence is renewed the UK Hydrographic Office at Taunton:  sdr@ukho.gov.uk  
must be informed of the development's geographical position in order to update nautical charts and 
other nautical publications.  
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Capt. Harry Duggan 
for Director of Operations and Navigation 
 
 cc Capt. T. O’Callaghan, Dept. of Transport Tourism & Sport, Marine Survey Office 
 

Ms. Deirdre Fitzpatrick Your Reference: T06/326 
Aquaculture and Foreshore Management Division   
Dept. of Agriculture Food & the Marine Our Reference: LA0554.0187- 
National Seafood Centre  LA0554.0190 
Clonakilty   
Co. Cork 
 

Date: 18/05/2018 

mailto:sdr@ukho.gov.uk
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